PREFACE
by
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SOME two and a half years ago, Edward Marjori-
banks received an Invitation to write the story of Lord
Carson's life. Ho seized the opportunity with enthusiasm ;
and, in spite of the preoccupations of Parliament and of
the Bar, he devoted all his energies to the production of a
biography which should dojusticc to the character and career
of one of the great figures of the last half century. When he
died? in April last, he had completed the composition and
revision of the first half of the book, and he had accumu-
lated a mass of material in the shape of Press cuttings,
correspondence, notes of interviews, and the like, for the
second half. I have had the difficult task of deciding what
should be done with the portion completed by him- It so
happens that the point reached is one which may well be
regarded as a turning point in Lord Carson's career^ his
acceptance of the invitation to become the Leader of Ulster
in the year 1910 : what had been written, therefore, could
stand as a volume complete in itself; indeed, Edward had
himself become anxious to issue the book in two separate
volumes, with an interval between the publication of the two.
After very careful consideration, and after consultation with
some of the author's friends, 1 have reached the conclusion
that the right course is to publish the work as it stands, down
to this point, and to hand over the material collected for
the later years to whatever successor Lord Carson may
select. The result of this decision is the present volume : I
hope and believe that the reader will agree with me in
regarding it as a memorial worthy of the great character
which it portrays, as well as a credit to the literary talent
and perceptive intuition of its author.
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